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-Business Transacted by Express Companies in Financial Paper, calendar years 
1928-31. 

Description. 1929. 1931. 

Money orders, domestic 
Money orders, foreign 
Travellers' cheques, domestic 
Travellers' cheques, foreign... 
"C.O.D." cheques 
Telegraphic transfers 
Other forms 

Totals 

63,968,315 
1,338,257 
5,180,857 
1,558,322 
8,295,720 
492,691 

2,331,129 

62,812,788 
1,494,848 
5,474,960 
1,789,439 
8,206,098 
561,414 

2,335,914 

52,941,500 
1,190,244 
5,928,660 
1,115,289 
7,194,178 
557,869 

1,707,910 

83,165,361 1,675,461 76,635,656 

42,706,134 
658,677 

4,857,697 
686,375 

5,324,188 
486,738 
916,814 

55,638,623 

PART V.—ROADS AND HIGHWAYS.1 

Historical.—The early roads were auxiliary to water routes as avenues of 
transportation. They were used during the summer season, when portages were 
necessary to avoid obstacles to river and lake travel, and during the winters, 
when ice prevented navigation and snow covered the inequalities of the ground. 
Even the extensive system of waterways of Eastern Canada was an inadequate 
means of communication between points of settlement in a rapidly growing 
colony, and the need for overland routes manifested itself in the introduction 
of the system of common roads which prevailed under the old regime. Not 
only did the crude early roads serve the needs of the settlers, but also those of 
the British, French and American armies during the numerous campaigns. Soldiers 
were frequently employed, in times of peace, on road construction in different 
parts of Upper and Lower Canada. 

The first important highway in Canada extended along the north shore of 
the St. Lawrence from Quebec to Montreal, being gradually completed with the 
growth of the French settlements. In Upper Canada, one of the earliest roads 
(Yonge St.) was that from Toronto to lake Simcoe, completed in 1794 under the 
direction of Governor Simcoe, the work being done by the Queen's Rangers. This 
road not only gave access to the area north of Toronto, but also provided a more 
convenient route than that of the Ottawa river from the trading posts on the Upper 
Lakes to the centres of population along the St. Lawrence. Montreal was joined 
to Kingston by road in 1816, and in the following year to Toronto. Thereafter, 
other highways to inland settlements, from points served by water routes, began 
to increase in number, as it became apparent that they were essential to the com­
mercial life of the country for transporting supplies to the settlers and bringing 
their products to the central markets of the colony. The system of posts, which 
had been established about the beginning of the nineteenth century, necessitated 
passable routes between the various points, and by 1827 a through road was 
available between Halifax and Amherstburg, comprising for the most part the 
old Kempt road, the York road, Dundas street and the Baldoon road. From 
this trunk line of communication branch roads extended north and south to the 
more important centres of population in the two Canadas. The cost of con­
struction of these roads was high, and travel by stage coach was tedious and 
costly. As late as 1850 some points in central Ontario were still inaccessible to 
any vehicle. Later years, however, have brought with them improved methods 
of construction and a resulting reduction in expenses, together with an improve­
ment in the wearing qualities of the more important highways. 

» Revised by G. S. Wrong, B.Sc, Chief of the Transportation and Public Utilities Branch of the Dom­
inion Bureau of Statistics, which publishes an annual report entitled ''Highways and Motor Vehicles in 
Canada" 


